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Background 

The HELCOM Science Agenda Task Group was established to prepare a HELCOM Science Agenda based on 

the contributions received through a survey among HELCOM subsidiary bodies and the tasks assigned by 

HELCOM HOD 56-2019 (document 2-6, HOD 56-2019).  

HELCOM 41-2020 provided guidance to the further development of the Science Agenda based on a 

proposal prepared by the Science Agenda TG (document 4-3, HELCOM 41-2020). The drafting of the Science 

Agenda was initiated in March 2020 based on the outcome of an online meeting to follow-up on HELCOM 

41. Draft texts received from the Task Group participants are placed at a dedicated workspace at the 

HELCOM web-site and a notification has been sent to other TG participants via e-mail with a request to 

comment the texts as agreed. 

The 3rd Meeting of the Group will be held as an online meeting on 30 April 2020, 9-12 CET. 

Note that in accordance with the agreed time-table of the Science Agenda TG the Secretariat will circulate a 

collation of the draft texts by 20 April for commenting by TG members by 24 April in preparation of the 

online Meeting. The aim of the Meeting is to discuss the draft text and agree on how to further develop the 

material towards a first draft report to be submitted to HOD 58-2020.  

Background documents for the Meeting are: 

- document 2-1: a summary document of agreements and guidance prepared for the task.  

- document 2-2: a consolidated version of the Science Agenda report based on draft texts; to be 

submitted at a later stage. 

Participants to the Meeting are welcome to submit draft contributions to ullali.zweifel@gu.se.  

  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2056-2019-597/MeetingDocuments/2-6%20Development%20of%20a%20HELCOM%20science%20agenda.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2041-2020-679/MeetingDocuments/4-3%20Proposal%20on%20the%20development%20of%20the%20HELCOM%20science%20agenda.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/Science%20Agenda%20TG-184/Shared%20Documents/Notes%20from%20meetings/Notes%20Science%20Agenda%20TG%20to%20follow%20up%20on%20HELCOM%2041,%209%20March%202020.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/Science%20Agenda%20TG-184/Shared%20Documents/Notes%20from%20meetings/Notes%20Science%20Agenda%20TG%20to%20follow%20up%20on%20HELCOM%2041,%209%20March%202020.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/Science%20Agenda%20TG-184/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2Fworkspaces%2FScience%20Agenda%20TG%2D184%2FShared%20Documents%2FDrafting%20of%20texts&FolderCTID=0x0120001A0F32479A25EC4AB8E898CF92E8C789&View=%7BEF5B85E6%2D9569%2D4E5A%2DAB3B%2D8D292EBD8D3D%7D
mailto:ullali.zweifel@gu.se
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Provisional Annotated Agenda 

Agenda Item 1 Adoption of the Agenda  

The Meeting is invited to adopt the agenda of the meeting (document 1-1).  

Agenda item 2 Guidance for the preparation of the Science Agenda 

As agreed by the Science Agenda TG 2-2020, the report will centre around identified priority topics for 

HELCOM and highlighted knowledge needs for each topic. The list of priority topics was refined based on 

the outcome of HELCOM 41-2020 and the online meeting of the Science Agenda TG held 9 March 2020 (see 

document 2.1). Guidance for the drafting of texts on priority topics was also prepared at the online 

meeting. Based on the first draft text received from the lead countries, overlaps between texts were 

apparent as a consequence of the links between chapters and priority topics that have been agreed upon. 

The Secretariat therefore prepared updated guidelines with the intention to minimize the overlaps and 

better distinguish between the Chapters of ‘Biodiversity’ and ‘Human dimension’ (see document 2-1). 

The Meeting is invited to discuss and agree on the updated guidance. 

Agenda item 3 Draft texts 

The first consolidated draft of the HELCOM Science Agenda report will be circulated to the TG by 20 April 

and an updated document, including comments from the TG, will be prepared by 27 April for discussion at 

the online meeting.  

The Meeting is invited to discuss the draft texts with a focus on: 

- introductory text to the Science Agenda: 

o does it provide sufficient background information on the purpose (why a science agenda, 

who is the target audience) and the process (how were the knowledge needs identified, by 

who)? -  also recalling previous discussion to keep the introduction relatively brief 

- priority topics, first introductory paragraph:  

o does the first paragraph suitably reflect why the topic is a priority in HELCOM 

o what would be appropriate HELCOM strategies or agreements to mention as a general 

indication on the future use of the identified knowledge 

- highlighted knowledge needs,  

o do they properly reflect the contributions from the survey among HELCOM expert groups 

and networks (excel-file can be retrieved at the workspace) 

o are they detailed at an appropriate level (recall agreement that main part of the Science 

Agenda should aim at having a relatively long shelf-life (10 years) while annexes could 

include more detailed information on science needs) 

o are there still gaps in the identified knowledge needs that should be complemented by the 

Science Agenda TG 

- potential financing possibilities: 

o countries have stressed the that potential financing possibilities should be addressed in the 

Science Agenda. Does the direction of the draft text fulfil those requirements? If not, what 

else could be addressed? 

- annexes: 

o one example of how specification of highlighted science needs could be presented in 

annexes has been prepared; does this fulfil the expectations based on previous 

discussions? 

- consider if to add introductory texts for the chapters: 

https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/Science%20Agenda%20TG-184/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2Fworkspaces%2FScience%20Agenda%20TG%2D184%2FShared%20Documents%2FHELCOM%20survey%20on%20knowledge%20and%20research%20needs&FolderCTID=0x0120001A0F32479A25EC4AB8E898CF92E8C789&View=%7BEF5B85E6%2D9569%2D4E5A%2DAB3B%2D8D292EBD8D3D%7D
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o some of the current draft texts contains general information on the characteristics of the 

Baltic Sea (e.g. few species, high run-off of pollutants, enclosed character); rather than 

repeating such information under the priority topics consider if such information could be 

included in introductory text to each Chapter e.g.  directly under the heading ‘Biodiversity’, 

‘Human Dimension’ or ‘Holistic approaches’. NB that introductory text for Chapters have 

not been discussed previously. 

Agenda item 4 Topics with missing leads 

One priority topic, Cumulative impacts, has no offers to draft the text. The topic Underwater Noise and 

Non-indigenous Species have currently no lead country. 

The Meeting is invited to discuss and agree on the further development of texts that is currently lacking a 

lead. 

Agenda item 5 Next steps 

The Science Agenda TG 2-2020 agreed to make a request for amendments to the HELCOM survey on 

knowledge and science needs to reduce overlaps and unclarities. Document 2-1 Att.1 to Science Agenda TG 

2-2020 includes initial proposals on adjustments and the Meeting agreed to initiate the request in May 

2020 in the case that needs for further clarification may be identified during the course of work on the 

Science Agenda. 

The Meeting is invited to agree by when the TG will provide additional proposed adjustments and when to 

send the request for adjustments to the contributors to the survey. 

The Meeting is invited to recall the next steps of the Task Group: 

• updated text prepared by lead/co-lead by 8 May  

• circulation for commenting by the TG 

• submission of draft report to HOD 58-2020 by 18 May 

Agenda item 6 Notes from the meeting 

Notes will be prepared after closure of the Meeting and circulated for written approval. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/Science%20Agenda%20TG-184/default.aspx?RootFolder=%2Fworkspaces%2FScience%20Agenda%20TG%2D184%2FShared%20Documents%2FHELCOM%20survey%20on%20knowledge%20and%20research%20needs&FolderCTID=0x0120001A0F32479A25EC4AB8E898CF92E8C789&View=%7B19A9F917%2D006A%2D4DCF%2DBFAF%2D6357F357975E%7D
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/Science%20Agenda%20TG-184/default.aspx?RootFolder=%2Fworkspaces%2FScience%20Agenda%20TG%2D184%2FShared%20Documents%2FHELCOM%20survey%20on%20knowledge%20and%20research%20needs&FolderCTID=0x0120001A0F32479A25EC4AB8E898CF92E8C789&View=%7B19A9F917%2D006A%2D4DCF%2DBFAF%2D6357F357975E%7D

